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Fire Safety update

On 19th October 2017 Cabinet approved the ‘Council Tenants Fire Safety 
Policy 2017-2020’ along with the policy an action plan and resident 
information documents were published; furthermore it was agreed that there 
would be an annual review of fire safety by the Scrutiny Committee.

Fire safety has been high on the agenda within the retained housing property 
portfolio for some considerable time with annual Fire Risk Assessments 
having being conducted along with regular ongoing safety checks and the 
actioning of safety related repairs being integral to service delivery. However 
in the aftermath of the Grenfell fire further measures were implemented to 
bolster the existing arrangements.

Since the implementation of the current policy and action plans there have 
been no fires within the high-rise blocks and no injuries from fires within any of 
the Council retained stock.

The action plan set out in the Cabinet report included the following items

Action Progress
Successfully re-procure third party 
auditors to continue the approach to
Fire Risk Assessments

Graham Environmental Services 
successfully tendered for the 
Council’s compliance contract and 
having being the incumbent supplier.

Graham’s have completed the annual 
Fire Risk Assessments for those 
properties requiring them (this 
extends beyond High Rise).

There is an ongoing regime of checks 
within the High Rise with repairs 
being actioned on an ongoing basis. 
Common themes are repairs to doors 
and re-installation of door closers 
suggesting that residents need to be 
kept informed as to the importance of 
not interfering with fire safety 
measures.

Re-procure home fire safety service, 
currently delivered by SFARs, to
ensure this service continues

Staffordshire Fire & Rescue continue 
to provide Home Fire Safety services 
to residencies in Tamworth.

Install and develop guidance around 
sprinkler suppression systems
planned for the high rise blocks

Work on the installation of sprinklers 
is due to commence in January 2019 
with the contract having being 
awarded to Lovell. The Council and 
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Lovell will be working closely with 
Staffordshire Fire &Rescue to ensure 
that the sprinklers provide the highest 
possible level of coverage for the 
residents.

Develop a training and competency 
framework for landlord service
aligned to roles and responsibilities 
around fire safety

This is an ongoing process and will 
be developing in line with the 
outcomes of the Dame Judith Hackitt 
report into the Grenfell Fire.

A document released by Government 
in December 2018 indicates that 
there are likely to be significant 
changes in the way high rise blocks 
need be managed in respect of fire 
safety with there most likely being a 
requirement to have designated duty 
holders with relevant competencies.

Development of mobility scooter 
guidance and policy that conforms to
fire safety standards

Scooter guidance specifically relating 
to the fire implications was released 
to all residents and is published on 
the website. Further guidance is 
being developed in relation to the 
high-rise blocks although this is 
unlikely to impact on fire safety.

Develop the councils web site to allow 
for the public production of redacted 
FRA – so tenants and residents can 
view on line and actions
can be monitored

Fire Risk Assessments are not yet 
published on the website; this is an 
action that will be carried forward for 
implementation in 2019.

Undertake routine electrical testing in 
residential dwellings.

Budget has been allocated for routine 
electrical safety checks and this work 
is underway on a rolling programme 
with Wates. Corrective actions are 
being dealt with as an when 
identified.

Sprinklers – overcoming the technical issues around water supply has 
resulted in delays in awarding the sprinkler contract. Lovells have now been 
appointed by the Council to undertake this work and will commence with the 
installation process in January 2019 with works due to be completed by 
December 2019.

As part of the wider improvements to the high rise blocks there had been 
plans to renew all flat doors, however testing of products following Grenfell 
has meant many manufacturers withdrawing their fire doors from the market. 
We still hope to upgrade the doors in the blocks but this will only happen once 
we have assurances that the doors available have met the required standards 
for fire safety.
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Late in December 2018 the Government released a document titled “Building 
a Safer Future, An Implementation Plan”. This document addresses many of 
the issues and recommendations arising from the Dame Judith Hackitt report 
into the Grenfell fire. This is likely to lead to a much more robust legislative 
framework for fire safety that will place more obligations on the Council in its 
role as a landlord and may also impact on the Council in other roles such as 
Building Control and Housing Enforcement. The legislative framework is likely 
to require much greater engagement, involvement and co-operation with 
tenants and leaseholders. Once the exact implications of this review are 
understood a further report will be brought forward.
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